Dr. Mark L. Urken received his medical degree from the University of Virginia, School of Medicine in Charlottesville, and then completed two years of general surgery training on the Tufts surgical service in Boston and three years of surgical specialty training in Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at Mount Sinai Medical Center. Following his graduation in 1986, he began his fellowship at Mercy Hospital in Pittsburgh, where he trained in microvascular reconstructive surgery of the head and neck. Upon returning to New York, Dr. Urken took over the Directorship of the Department of Otolaryngology at Elmhurst Hospital Center and started the head and neck microvascular program at Mt. Sinai which includes a fellowship program which is now in its 14th year and remains one of the most highly coveted training experiences of its kind. Graduates of this fellowship program have routinely assumed leadership positions at major academic medical centers both in the United States and abroad. In 1990 Dr. Urken was promoted to Associate Professor and then became a full professor in 1994, one of the youngest physicians to achieve that rank in the history of the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine. The next year he was appointed Chairman of the Department of Otolaryngology. 

In 2004, Dr. Urken was recruited to join the Continuum Cancer Centers of New York as the Director of Head and Neck Surgery and the Co-Director of the Institute of Head and Neck and Thyroid Cancer at Beth Israel Medical Center. In addition he founded the THANC Foundation, a not-for-profit organization, dedicated to supporting research and education in both head and neck and thyroid cancer. Since its inception in 2003, the Foundation has emerged as the leading private funding organization for research in both of these disease entities. Dr. Urken serves as the Medical Director and is a member of the Board of Directors. 
In addition to publishing over 160 articles in peer-reviewed journals and over 20 chapters on a variety of topics in head and neck surgery, Dr. Urken’s textbook and video series on head and neck reconstruction is the definitive resource on this subject matter. His second textbook on head and neck surgery is scheduled for publication in 2006. He has served as visiting lecturer throughout the United States and in 20 countries around the globe. His most noteworthy contributions to head and neck surgery are related to his innovative work leading to enhanced functional and aesthetic outcomes in head and neck reconstruction using microvascular techniques. His experience in performing over 1,400 free flap transfers to the head and neck ranks among the highest of a single surgeon in the world. 

Dr. Urken initiated an annual head and neck reconstructive surgery course which is now in its 17th year. This seven day program includes a two-day symposium on thyroid and parathyroid diseases and is recognized internationally as the premier course in this area, with over 50 faculty members and participants from around the world. 

Mark L. Urken MD, was raised in Bordentown, NJ. His father was a general dentist in Bordentown and his mother a schoolteacher. He graduated from the Lawrenceville School in 1973, where he was awarded the honor of being the “Ranking Scholar” in the senior class. He received his bachelor of arts degree from Williams College where he was on both the varsity squash and crew teams. He was inducted into the national Phi Beta Kappa Society in his junior year. He graduated in 1977 with the honor of Summa Cum Laude. His two sisters, Joan and Gail, live with their families in New York City. In 1993, Dr. Urken married Laura Patinkin, a New York actress. They have three children. 
